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Across the landing, terraced
stopbanks will create usable
space that will be submerged
over time, and site elements
will move and dissipate,
exemplifying the interaction
between nature and humans
while creating adaptable spaces
for both. This landing will invite
visitors to discover the rest of
the Ōtākaro Avon River through
the lens of education and play.
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“Meeting the river: the visitor center as a landing point”

AVONSIDE LANDING

Based on core concepts of
education and stewardship
of the land, Avonside Landing
orients visitors to the Ōtākaro
Avon River. Through nature play
paths, interpretive signage, a
living laboratory, an outdoor
classroom, a visitor center, and
a stormwater wetland, the site
is a space where everyone can
learn about the river through
play and education.
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In response to the Ōtākaro Avon Riverlution and
Regenerate Christchurch plans, core themes of
kaitiakitanga and mātauranga connect Avonside
Landing to its surrounding context. Users of Avebury
Park, Richmond Community Garden, and the future
Riverlution Cafe will be able to cross to the other side of
the river to play and learn about native species. The
old Girls High School to the south, which could act as a
future climate change school, can use the landing as a
place for learning about sea level rise and adaptation.
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Using the cut and fill method, three terraced
stop banks throughout the site meet the raised
Retreat Road and allow for varying programs on
each level. The third terrace rises two meters
above the current river level, protecting the road
and much of the site, from sea level rise, even in
100 years. Native plantings were chosen based
on level of submergence over time, and create
lush habitat. Stormwater runoff is managed with
a wetland that sits behind the stopbank. Water
research and testing, interpretive signage, and
native bird habitat show visitors the importance
of protecting the land. Lining under the wetland
prevents groundwater intrusion, and outflow pipes
pump filtered stormwater back into the river.
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Education and recreation in the stormwater wetland

S EC TI ON S
10 YEAR
Floating
Boardwalk
White Bait
Nature Play
Stop Bank
Structure

Stop Bank
Structure

Otakaro Avon River

Second Terrace

First Terrace

Third Terrace

Outflow
Pipe

Wetland Lining

Stormwater Wetland

Black Billed
Gull Nature
Play

50 YEAR
Floating
Boardwalk
White Bait
Habitat
Stop Bank
Structure

Stop Bank
Structure

Otakaro Avon River

Second Terrace

Third Terrace

Outflow
Pipe

Wetland Lining

Stormwater Wetland

Black Billed
Gull Nature
Play

100 YEAR
White Bait
Habitat

10m

20

Stop Bank
Structure

Stop Bank
Structure

Otakaro Avon River

Second Terrace

Third Terrace

Outflow
Pipe

Wetland Lining

Stormwater Wetland

AVONSIDE LANDING

Black Billed
Gull Nature
Play

21

NAT U RE P LAY T RA I L

CO N T E X T

FROM NATURE PLAY
TO HABITAT
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Throughout the site, families and individuals
are invited to learn and experience the Ōtākaro
Avon through play. As visitors walk along the
nature play path, they are introduced to
species they will see along the river through
interpretive signage and play that reflect that
species or its habitat. Elements on the first
and second terraces become habitat for
these species as they are submerged.
“Tunnel like a Tuna (Eel),” the first nature play
element that one will encounter, is on the
first terrace. It contains carved out caves that
children can climb and hide in, but in 50 years
offers a prime habitat for Tuna. The nature play
elements engage children with the narrative
of the river and instill kaitiakitanga; a care
for the land and water that they inhabit.
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New Zealand is home to some of the largest eels in
the world. Tuna, or eel, are avid climbers. Young eels,
called elvers, climb up rivers and wriggle through
grasses to get inland where they like to live. Eel can
climb up some dams and even waterfalls up to 20
metres high.
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Life Cycle
When they are born, Tuna are a tiny one millimetre
in length, but they can grow up to two metres long
and weigh up to 40kg. Once they grow up, tuna travel back to the Pacific Ocean to breed.
“Tuna – T tou Taonga.” Freshwater Eels, www.doc.govt.nz/nature/
native-animals/freshwater-fish/eels/tuna-a-tatou-taonga/.

Habitat

Diet

Tuna like living in dark parts of the river and hide
under logs and boulders. They are mostly nocturnal, hunting only at night with the sharp teeth on
the roof of their mouth.

Avonside Caves

Tuna eat insect larvae, worms, and snails
when they are small, and fish when they
are bigger. Tuna hunt by smell rather than
sight which is why they have large nostrils
above their lip.

Tunnel Like Tuna
Push off like a Pukeko

Caves like the ones you see
here at Avonside Landingare
great habitat for tuna because
they create safe, dark places for
them to hide. In 50 years, water will rise and eels can live in
these caves.

Meander through
Muehlenbeckia

Nature play interpretive signage introduces
the species featured in each play element.

AVONSIDE LANDING
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FROM N ATU R E P LAY TO HA B ITAT
10 Years

Survey like a Shag

‘Survey like a Shag’ in this nature play element
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STEWARDSHIP THROUGH EDUCATION
Near the parking lot and at the edge of the river, the visitor center orients visitors to
the river’s historical, cultural, and ecological context while also allowing access to the
water. A volunteer docent will manage kayak rentals near the dock, and access to
the floating boardwalk is right outside. The visitor center is a simple structure and
will be moved to a higher terrace in the future, meaning that it will remain accessible
over time. The living laboratory provides a space for experimentation and education
as plants adapt to inundation. A native garden and outdoor classroom on the third
terrace demonstrates edible native plants and is a gathering space where classes or
individuals can rest and learn. Elements throughout the site offer diverse opportunities
for mātauranga and will ingrain kaitiakitanga in present and future generations.
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Experiencing the river on the floating boardwalk while students study plants in the living lab
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