
Kia ora. Ko Mt. Tahoma tōku maunga. Ko Duwamish River tōku awa. We consider 
Mt. Tahoma our mountain, and the Duwamish River our river. These key 
landscape features define our sense of place within our home city of Seattle.

We are a group of fourteen graduate students from the University of Washington in 
Seattle. In the Summer of 2020, we participated in a research and design process under 
the guidance of our studio instructors, Nancy Rottle and Paul Olson. Building upon the 
prior work of University of Washington students who conceptualized a cultural trail in the 
Ōtākaro Avon Corridor, we have taken a detailed approach in designing proposed access 
points, or “landings”. Specifically, we have considered the human experience, resilient green 
infrastructure and the ecological evolution of the river over time.

The focus of our work along the Ōtākaro Avon River is the landings proposed by the OARC 
Regeneration Plan and surrounding stopbanks that will be made necessary by sea level rise. 
Our studio’s guiding principle is Tiaki Over Time. Tiaki translates to care in Te Reo Māori and 
speaks to the practice of guardianship and stewardship over the land. This framework of 
care required a sensitive ecological approach to our proposed landscape interventions and 
engaged natural processes to achieve our designs.

We experienced immense generosity from individuals directly involved in our studio 
process. This generosity took many forms including site visits, walking tours, presentations, 
discussions and thoughtful answers to many questions. Our design process also benefited 
from multiple documents procured through the generosity of colleagues and friends. These 
documents include the OARC Regeneration Plan, Matapopore’s Urban Design Guide, and the 
Ōtākaro Cultural Narrative. 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to many individuals, including those at Christchurch 
City Council (CCC) for their support. Through these rich learning experiences and budding 
friendships, we worked to design landings along the river that weave together ecological 
processes and cultural practices over time, within the framework of tiaki. We hope that 
this document will continue to exist and change and contribute to the ongoing conversation 
so that Ōtautahi Christchurch can return to the river, and the river can return to Ōtautahi 
Christchurch. 

With Care, 
The Students 
Nancy Rottle, RLA, FASLA, Professor at the University of Washington
Paul Olson, Architect

MIHIMIHI: MEETING THE RIVER

From Left: Madeline McCort, Jake Minden, Alanna Matteson, Emma Petersen, Lena Owens, Morgan Southall, 
Zoe Kasperzyk, Robby Lai, Sarah Lukins, Andrew Walker, Heather Parker (Teaching Assistant), Jocine Velasco, 

Luyu Zeng, Llihui Yang, Nancy Rottle (Professor), Paul Olson (Architect)
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Typically, a landing is a place on land where one arrives by water, but we imagined much more for 
these important nodes and places distributed along the river. We envisioned landings as places that 
invite neighbors, city residents and visitors to interact with the river and the space around it. Each 
site acts as the nexus for this interaction. Of the nine landings along the Ōtākaro Avon River proposed 
by Regenerate Christchurch, our studio divided into five groups and designed six landings, each with 
a thematic identity. These landings connect the river and the City to Sea Trail to bring people into the 
Green Spine of Christchurch to explore, linger, engage, and experience changes over time. 

The Avonside Landing, one of the landings closest to the Central Business District of Christchurch 
embodies mātauranga, the Māori word for wisdom and knowledge, as users learn about wildlife 
along the river through play and wayfinding strategies. The river meanders around the Dallington 
Landing, which was conceptually designed with hauora, health and wellbeing, in mind. Here, dense 
ecological restoration allows visitors to immerse themselves in and above native forest. Touching the 
edge of Dallington is the Wainoni Landing, the site of multiple rowing houses. This landing fosters 
whanaungatanga, meaningful relationships with the surrounding community, by connecting gathering 
spaces for recreation at the waters’ edge. Just down the river, the Travis and Rāwhiti Landings are 
connected by manaakitanga, hospitality, and invite local neighbors to the river and welcome them to 
share food, ecology, and Maori cultural experiences along the river. Close to the mouth of the river, the 
Bexley Landing provides users with nohoanga, a place to sit, play, camp, and watch the ecology of the 
estuary and salt marshes as they evolve over time. 

All six landings are designed to be adaptable spaces where people can interact with and access the 
water over time, as the river changes. As central spaces of gathering, recreation, and stewardship, 
the landings enable residents to continue to nurture and restore the river. We hope that our proposed 
designs will aid the development of deep and valuable connections between the Ōtākaro Avon river and 
its adjacent communities, who will ensure its protection for years to come. 

Hutia te rito o te harakeke, 
kei hea rā te kōmako e kō?

Kī mai ki  ahau, 
he aha te mea nui o te Ao?

Māku e kī  atu, 
he tangata, he tangata, he tangata.

If you were to pluck out the centre of the flax bush, 
where would the bellbird sing?

If you were to ask me, 
“What is the most important thing in the world?”

I would reply, 
“It is people, people, people.”

Māori Whakatuakī

WHAT IS A LANDING?

STEWARDSHIP THROUGH LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Our studio incorporated both an ecological and cultural context along the Ōtākaro Avon and projected 
various changes over a one-hundred-year time span. We investigated how these landings will adapt 
and respond through a changing climate, specifically change related to the dynamic impact of rising 
river waters. We acknowledge the physical effects and memories that continue to exist throughout 
the Red Zone and Ōtākaro Avon Corridor after the 2010 and 2011 Canterbury earthquakes. Our designs 
attempt to frame the river as a place of opportunity for life in all of its varied forms, instilling increased 
care for the land and water in Christchurch. The Māori practice of kaitiakitanga, meaning stewardship 
and guardianship of the earth, is the theoretical foundation for the six landings in regard to Ōtautahi 
Christchurch’s history.

Ecological and cultural processes are inextricably linked, especially as we face a changing climate and 
rising seas. Each landing proposal is designed with the notion that when people are brought closer to 
their waters and their land, there is a sense of attachment and guardianship that is rooted in a specific 
place. Tiaki is the root word of the concept of kaitiakitanga, a concept that refers to caring for and 
protecting the land. We assume this role of stewardship by designing for the human and ecological 
relationships along the Ōtākaro Avon. 
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Liz Brown, Māori  Studies,  UC

Jennifer Dray,  Senior LA, CCC

Joseph Hullen,  Environ.,  Ngāi Tūāhirir i

Shaun Hung,  Architect,  CCC

Dr. Peter Joyce,  Tai  Tapu Sculpture Garden

Davidya Kasperzyk,  Architect,  Seattle

Rob Kerr,  Principal ,  Ōtākaro Regen. Co.

Mapihi  Martin-Paul,  LA, Boffa Miskel l

Hirini  Matunga, Professor,  Lincoln University

Kevin McDonnell ,  Planner,  CCC

Dr. Col in Meurk,  Ecologist,  Landcare Research

Hugh Nicholson,  LA, Urban Shift

Dr.  Shane Orchard, Ecologist,  UC

Bil ly O’Steen,  Comm. Eng.,  UC

Tom Parsons,  Engr,  CCC

Craig Pauling, Boffa Miskel l ,  ECAN, Kaiuruki

Ekin Sakin,  Architect,  CCC

Antony Shadbolt,  Ecologist,  CCC

Evan Smith,  Lead, AvON Network

Dr. Nada Toueir,  Lecturer,  Lincoln University

Our studio was made possible through the enormous 
generosity  of  the people we met in New Zealand. At each 
place and stop along our journey,  we encountered people 
eager to offer their t ime, expertise,  advice and spirit.  We 
aim to honor this generosity through our current work in 
Christchurch and our future work wherever we land. 
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